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JOSHUA AS A PUNJABI WRITER 


a Mohan Singh, M.A., Ph. D., D. Litt., 
Head of the Punjabi Department, University of 
the Punjab, Chandigarh (East Punjab). 


‘‘Our true artist of noble purpose is a Christian, 
Joshua Fazl-ud-Din, who has decided to stay in 
Pakistan. He brought to the Punjabi short 
stories a decency, a purity, an idealism and 
transparency. Joshua’s forte is his polished 
vernacular, his chatty style and his emotional 
chastity. One wonders what inspiration is left 
for a man of ,Hope, Faith and Charity in the 
new Lahore.’’ 


1962—Dr. Harnam Singh Shan, Head of the Univer- | 
sity of the Punjabi Department, (East Punjab) 
Chandigarh. 


‘*He has established his senaintion as an artist 
and has used a language which has the touch 
of a miracle about it..................in both the 
Persianized West and the Sanskritised East 
Punjabs it is difficult to find a writer of such 
simple and sublime language.’’ : 


The Pakistan Times, Lahore. 


Mr. Joshua believes in universal love and truth 
and his novels, dramas, short stories and poetry 
are free from religious ‘and communal bias. 
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IDEOLOGY AND COMMITMENTS | 
OF PAKISTAN 


Paragraph of the Ideology of Pakistan pertaining | 
to the minorities as adopted by the All-India Muslim | 
League on March 23, 1940 as ‘“‘the basis’’ of | 
Pakistan. 


‘‘That adequate, effective and mandatory safe- 
guards should be specially provided in the Constitution 
for minorities for the protection of their religious, cul- 
tural, economie, political, administrative and other 
rights and interests in CONSULTATION with them.”’ 


~*~ * 


Declaration of the Central Partition Council 
dated July 22, 1947 signed by Lord Mountbettan as 
Viceroy and Pt. Nehru and the Quaid-i-Azam. Only 
after these assurances the Labour Prime Minister 
moved the Indian Independence Bill in the Parlia- 
ment. | 


‘**Both the Congress and the Muslim League have 
given assurances of the fair and equitable treatment to 
the minorities after the transfer of power. It ts their 
intention to safeguard the legitimate interests of all 
citizens, irrespective of religion, caste or sex in the 
exercise of their normal civic rights. All citizens will 
be regarded as equal, and both the Governments will 
assure to all people within their territories rights to 
form associations, the right to worship in their own way 
and the protection of their language and culture.”’ 
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ARTICLE 19 OF D.H.R. Pakistan is commited 
to grant full religious freedom to its people under 
_ Article 19 of the UNO, which reads as follows :— 


*‘Everyone kas the right to freedom of thought, i 
conscience and religion ; this right includes freedom to 
change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone : 
or in community with others, and in public or private, 
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, 
worship and observances.”’ 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary — NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


SPAS tet aoe 


| a 


i! 


Crusade for Punjabi 


Note :—On February 23, 1975, I had invited smal! donations to 
file an appeal in the Supreme Court against the dis- 
missal of the Punjabi Writ Petition by the High Court. 
Since the response has been zero except for Rs. 10/- 
I have dropped that idea. 


During the Christmas Week of December i927, 
I heard the Inner Voice :— ‘‘Punjabi needs the life- 
blood of a youngman’’ and in the same breath I 
replied, ‘‘I shall be that youngman’’: and started 
The Punjabi Darbar in Urdu script from Lyallpur in 
January 1928. God blessed my labours and by the 
time Pakistan was established, { had written several 
books seven of which were prescribed for the 
various University and other examinations, and for 
two I was awarded First Class prizes. Questions 
were also asked several times about me and 
my books in the Indian Givil Service Examinations. 
During the One Unit Governorship of Nawab Amir 
Mohammad Khan, I was twice recommended for the 
literary award of Pride-of-Performance, and once 
even for the Nobel prize. But all these recom. 
mendations were turned down by the Central 
Governnient. Some friends had started objecting 
seriously to my Christian approach to human pro- 
blems, and my books were removed from all the 
examinations. Even the Radio and the T. V. 
avoided my name and my contributions with the 
orthodoxy of Caste System. The Constitution of 
1973 has now down-graded all the non-Muslims. 


All these kicks I have borne with patience. But 
when the Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court 
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declared in a Press Conference that a counsel could 
argue his cases in Urdu but ‘‘categorically’’ denied 
this concession to Punjabi, my spiritual responsibility 
towards my Mother-tongue touched my conscience, 
and I filed a writ Petition U/A 199 of the Constitution 
of 1973 read with the following Articles :— 


Art. 25 :—‘‘All citizens are equal before law....’’ 


Art. 28 :—‘“‘Any section of citizens having dis- 
tinct language...shall have the right 
to preserve and protect the same.”” 


Art. 251 :—‘‘The National language of Pakistan 
: is Urdu and arrangements shall be 
made for its being used for official 
and other purposes within fifteen 
years of the commencing day (August 

14, 1973)’’. 


I am not against Urdu ; but I do think that the 
Chief Justice and the High Court had decided in 
favour of Urdu rather prematuredly to the pre- 
judice of Punjabi. Even the Government Language 
Committee has not yet completed its report. The 
Division Bench which heard my Petition, however, 
dismissed it U/A 199, But they did not discuss any 
other Article on which I had relied. They also did 
not allow me to argue in Punjabi but were very kind 
to me, otherwise. 


The Punjabi language has ever been in an un, 
fortunate position in the Sub-Continent. Luckily, 
the valiant Sikhs have served it with their “life- 
blood”’ and won an official position for it in East 
Punjab. That Indian Province also awarded me a 
Robe-of-Honour in December 1953 for my services 
to the Punjabi literature. I was also called upon to 
preside over one of the three sessions of the All India 
Punjabi Conference in June 1959, the other two 
sessions were presided over by Mr. Humayun Kabir, 
the Central Education Minister and Mr. Gadgil, the 
Governor of Fast Punjab. 
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But in West Pakistan the position of Punjabi is 
complicated, and rather difficult. Even today the 
children of the victorious tribes from our western 
borders, generally speaking, regard Punjabi as a 
language of the vanquished and treat it with 
utter indifference, rather disdain. To these 
tribes the Partition of 1947 has added yet 
another mighty group of traditionally trained politi- 
cians and administrators some of whom resent being 
called ‘‘refugees’’ and look upon themselves as the 
conquerers and the saviours of the Punjab from the 
clutches of the Hindus. Consequently, the old. 
Punjabies, particularly of the Aryian stock, as a 
result of the past invasions and the current history 
have developed the psychology of a defeated 
race the chief characteristic of which every- 
where in the world has been _ inferiority 
complex, and they accept the language and the 
culture of their masters. That is why someone 
has said about the old Punjabies that they are the 
fittest people to bear a foreign yoke provided their 
master knows how to emotionalise them. Why 
these characteristics of the Punjabies have grievously 
damaged Pakistan should be clear from the fact that 
even though God never permitted the Prophet 
Abraham to sacrifice the right of his son to live, the 
Punjabies have fully supported such schemes 
as the Quota System in West Pakistan and the 
Principle of Parity for East Pakistan and have never 
raised any objection even when their children standing 
11th on the merit list of the CSS examinations were 
rejected for the CSP and some young men standing 
60th from the other parts of West Pakistan or standing 
93rd from East Pakistan were accepted. Of course, 
when One Unit was under consideration, in vain, 
I suggested to Malik Feroze Khan Noon, the Chief 
Minister of the Punjab and my other colleagues in the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly that we should help 
the backward areas liberally only with the funds 
but not surrender our 1/3rd share in the Legislative 
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Assemblies and the Services. But in the Press 
I carried on propaganda against these two un-Quranic 
Systems : and was once even physically beaten up by 
a journalist. Because of the unnatural generosity of 
the Punjabies, we have already lost East Pakistan ; 
and the danger is that unless our politicians change 
their attitude towards the Punjabi language, Nature 
may withhold its power and God His blessings from 
us. It has often happened in the Quranic and the 
Biblical history that a disobedient generation is 
warned :—‘*Behold your house shall be left desolate 
unto you.”? (Matt 23: 38). May God help us to 
obey Him and follow the laws of Nature even to 
show suitable regard for Punjabi which is the spoken 
Janguage of one hundred million people in the Indo- 
Pak Sub-continent, and has the age and perfection of 
the Sanskrit language itself. 


When I wrote Punjabi poems for the college magazine 
some college mates laughed at me and when I publically 
dedicated my life for the Punjabi language some Dailies 
like The Syasat Lahore editorially called me ‘‘mad’’. 
But I am thankful to God: He has sustained my faith ; 
especially since Pakistan started deviating from the 
catholic teachings of the Holy Quran in respect of the 
Christians. May God grant that I remain faithful to the 
vow of my youth and die in the madness of love for my 
Mother- tongue. 


JOSHUA FAZL-UD-DIN 
Formerly Editor of the Punjabi 
Darbar, Lyallpur 


55, Mozang Road, Lahore 
March 11, 1975. 


Printed at Shan Electric Press, 4, Church Road, 
Old Anarkali, Lahore 
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Letters of Appreciations 


1933—Nawab Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana. 


*‘] am very grateful to you for the interest you 
are taking in the cause of the up-lift of the Zamindar 
community. We are to look upon you as a great 
help for us in the next Constitution.” 


(Council Chamber, March 21, 1933). 


1952—(The Hon’ble Abdul Hamid Khan Soofi, 
President, The Panjab Muslim League). 


“I really appreciate the efforts which you have 
made to make the Muslim League organization an 
effective one to deliver the goods in the present 
circumstances.”” (Lahore, 1Sth July, 1952), 


1954—The Hon’ble Mr. Mohd Ali, Ex-Premier. 
‘SJ have seen your statement on the Canal water- 
issue. It is most gratifying to have such sincere 


expression of loyalty and devotion for the homeland 
from the leaders of our Christian minority.”’ 


'(D.O. No. 10/8/M/54 Karachi 4-8-1954), 
See NS 9h tet Ie ee lee 59) 
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By :-- JOSHUA FAZL-UD-DIN 


PUNJABI URDU SCRIPT ee 


Life of Christ (Recommended for Christian 
students of Theology). 
Versified Translation of The Holy New Testa-*” 
ment. of” 
Versified Translation of the Proverbs of Solod* ) 
mon. | 
Abadi Afsane (Prize-winner, Text-book, india V | } 
& Pakistan). 
Ikhlaki Kahanian (Text-book, India & Pakistan). vw 
Munde da Mul ( ,, es om » ds 
Dehati Talwar ( ,, 3 - - sg Ne 

. Patiwarta Kamal. 
Barkate. 
Ruhani Warta (Radio Feature Play). 
Tare. (Poems) 


GURMUKHI PUNJABI 


Prabha (Prize-winner and Text-book in India v 
and Pakistan). ; 
Pind-de Vert ext-book, India & Pakistan). 
Nikian Kahanian. | 
es: URDU 
Zaildar. oe 
Marde Ghamnak (Radio Feature Play). 
Mera Punjab aur hai. L 
Aelan-i-Tashkand. 


ENGLISH 


The Punjab Customary Law (Prize winner Essay). 
The Philosophy of Hindu-Muslim Unity. 
Tregedy of the Untouchables. ,.-“!4 5+ 
The Future of Christians in Pakistan. ta “4 
Secularism-in-India. ~-“{ 9 ¢2- A : 
Separate eee ot Life-blood of 
Pakistan. t49¢ 
1958 Revolutiog ‘of Pakistan & the . AOD 
Muslims. is eras A 
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